Ireland

National Climate Change Strategy

· Published by the Minister for the Environment and Local Government in November 2000. 
· Minister’s Press Statement "Climate Change-We must Act Now" 
· Chapter 6 of Strategy deals with "Built Environment and Residential Sector" 
Measures proposed include:

· National Spatial Planning Strategy to 2020-indicative Policy Documents to be published, for public comment, by end June 2001. Definitive policy proposals by end 2001. Action to counter suburban sprawl and associated private car transport/congestion/ long commuting periods. About 35% of housing output (90% in rural areas) comprises "one off" detached private houses, many of which are served by single sewage disposal systems 
· Residential Planning Guidelines (September 2000)-encouraging higher densities. 
· More Energy Efficient and Better Insulated New Buildings; Minister published preliminary details of proposals to amend Part L of the national Building Regulations for new dwellings in November 2000 . Definitive proposals to be published by end July 2001, to be implemented, in single stage, from 2 mid-2002. Part L proposals for non-residential new buildings to be published in 2002. 
· improved Energy Efficiency from Existing Buildings, including Housing. 

· improved Energy Efficiency of domestic and other Energy Using Appliances. 

· changing Fuel Mix to greater use of less CO2 intensive fuels and renewable energy sources. 
Proposed Financial Incentives-New Houses

· First Timer Buyer Grant for New Houses (3810 Euro); to be re-structured by 2002 to favour new dwellings exceeding energy performance standard in Part l of Building Regulations; and other sustainable building elements e.g. dual flush toilets, solar heating panels etc. 
· Proposed Support Scheme for Demonstration Low Energy Housing Projects- details to be developed by DOE/LG, in partnership with the Irish Energy Centre (IEC). 
Present Financial Incentives – Existing Houses

· Essential Repairs Grants (means-tested) for older houses. 

· Special Housing Aid for the Elderly. 

· Remedial Works Scheme for Local Authority Housing / Estates. 

· Works eligible for above financial incentives may include energy saving measures (repair or replacement of doors, windows, roofs etc; and insulation of attic / hot water tank etc.) 
Energy Efficient Rating

· New Housing: voluntary energy rating system introduced via technical guidance on national Building Regulations 1997. IEC arranged for UCD/ERG to develop energy rating software package for designers and builders- available free of charge. 
· Existing Housing; vendor to be required to produce Energy Efficiency Certificate, to be developed by the IEC, to buyer. Legislative measures and operative date yet to be determined. 
· Commercial Buildings- proposed mandatory Energy Rating System, with possible adjustment of tax incentives to reduce energy consumption from 2003. 
· State Buildings- to be benchmarked against best international practice by 2002 and to achieve energy saving by 2003. Scheme of financial support, launched on 12 June, 2001, to provide for early assessment of technical and economic feasibility of energy efficient design and technology solutions in new public sector building and refurbishment projects 
Annual Sustainable Building Award

· Introduced by Minister for Environment in 1999, as part of annual "Construction Excellence" awards. 
· Award Criteria for 2001- available from the DOE/LG. 
Lifetime Adaptable Housing

· Part M of National Building Regulations 2000 requires new housing commencing on or after 1 January 2001 to be visitable by people with disabilities (level access, door wide enough for wheelchair, toilet at entry level etc.). Improved access will benefit all citizens, not jut the disabled. 

· Significant first step towards achieving Lifetime Adaptable Housing. 

Re-use/Recycling of Construction and Demolition (C&D) Waste

· Policy Statement Changing Our Ways" (1998)-set following re-use/ recycling targets for construction sector, the biggest single source, by weight, of landfill waste: 
· 2003- reuse/recycle 50% of C&D waste. 

· 2013-re-use/re-cycle 85% of C&D waste. 

· Forum for the Construction Industry (FCI)- broadly representative of all parties to construction process, including private/public sector clients. 
· FCI Task Force B4- deals exclusively with C&D waste. 
· (Draft) Final Report of FCI/TF B4 (May 2001)- "Development and Implementation of a Voluntary Construction Industry Programme to meet the Government’s objectives for the recovery of Construction and Demolition (C&D) Waste" 

· National Construction & Demolition Waste Council (NCDWC) proposed to finalise and implement Voluntary Plan. Running expenses of Council to be funded by the industry. Research projects may attract State co-funding. [8080-mcc] 

