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For thousands of years, the Mediterranean sun has shone on the Pyramids of Giza, the Parthenon, the Temple of Ephesus, Carthago and Rome, Tunis and Venice, Malaga and Damascus. 
Today, a less friendly sun shines on a rapidly changing Mediterranean basin. Unfettered development and unregulated urban expansion represent major risks. Climate change and environmental degradation are the first manifestations of this alarming trend.

Young architects from the Mediterranean are called upon to reverse this trend by creating a sustainably built environment. Sustainable buildings emit less "greenhouse" gases and their materials can be infinitely recycled. Aluminium can justifiably be described as the "green metal": it is non-toxic and recyclable, easily formed yet strong, durable yet modern. Large savings in energy usage can be achieved using Aluminium façades, which act as solar reflector and thermal buffer. An Aluminium façade can be integrated into the diversity of the Mediterranean architectural tradition. 
The Greek Aluminium Rolling Company ELVAL S.A. and the Greek Aluminium Extrusion Company ETEM S.A. invite students and architects to participate in an international competition for Sustainable Mediterranean Architecture with Aluminium Façades. Held under the auspices of the International Union of Architects (UIA), the competition is supported by the Hellenic Institute of Architecture and the Greek Aluminium Association. The competition is open to concepts or ideas by Students from Schools of Architecture, Technical Universities and Polytechnics as well as by Professional Architects from countries around the Mediterranean Basin1.


The aims of the competition are: 

to raise awareness of environmental issues among students and architects;

to disseminate the facts on Aluminium and its contribution to sustainability;

to promote new ideas for low-energy buildings using Aluminium façades;

to stimulate the exchange of best-practice on the use of Aluminium as a building material around the Mediterranean.


1Albania, Algeria, Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, France, Greece, Israel, Italy, Lebanon, Libya, Malta, Morocco, Palestine, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain, Syria, Tunisia, Turkey, Yugoslavia
ELVAL S.A. and ETEM S.A. are world-class producers of flat rolled and extruded Aluminium products. Recognising the contribution of the building shell to the energy performance of buildings, the companies have decided to stimulate new architectural ideas for the design of new buildings and the refurbishment of existing buildings within the context of environmental sustainability. 

The object of the competition is the application of the principles of sustainability to either new buildings or existing buildings of the tertiary sector2 of total superstructure floor area at least 1500 m2 utilising Aluminium façades as a skin or envelope for the building3.

Sustainability in architecture means buildings which combine comfort for the user with respect for the environment and minimum energy usage. Entries to the competition should address the issues of energy performance, user comfort, building functionality and cost over the lifetime of the building. Although no specific tools or calculation methods for energy performance are specified, the entries must provide evidence to satisfy the judges that the above issues have been considered in sufficient depth.

In addition to the above issues, the aesthetic effect is an important aspect. Entries to the competition should not necessarily be limited to only one part of the building, i.e. the façade, but may well encompass other related elements by considering the building as an integrated system. 
  

	2
	offices, wholesale and retail trade outlets, hotels, restaurants, schools, hospitals, sports halls, swimming pools, libraries and other public buildings but excluding industrial buildings

	3
	Application examples are plain or composite panels, doors and windows, awnings and many other products from sheet or extruded Aluminium


The following categories of participants may enter the competition:

All students attending a School of Architecture or Technical University, or Polytechnic in a Mediterranean country. The nationality of the student(s) is not important, but the academic affiliation must be to a Mediterranean School. The entry must be submitted under the supervision of a Professor of their School.
All architects holding a professional qualification which is recognized by the local public authorities. The location of practice is not important, only the nationality of the professional must be Mediterranean.
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In both of the above categories either individuals or teams may participate. The leader of a team must be a student of architecture or a professional architect. Mixed teams of students and professionals are not allowed. 

All entries shall be submitted and evaluated anonymously. When the jury has reached its final decision, the envelopes will be opened to reveal the names of the winners.

The entries will be evaluated under separate categories to distinguish between students and professional architects:

Student entries should provide evidence of the Professor's supervision in the form of a letter or certificate.

