Preface to of the final report on sustainable construction

The terms of reference of this report are drawn from the European Commission’s Communication to the Council and the European Parliament [COM(97) 539 final] dated 4th November 1997 and the Council conclusions of 7th May 1998. The Industry Council in its conclusions, invited the European Commission to discuss the proposed measures contained in the Annex of the Commission’s Communication (list of 65 proposed actions) with representatives of Member States and Industry with the aim of developing an action plan and to present a report about the discussions to the Council within one year. 

Subsequently, in a tripartite meeting organised by the Commission on 31st May 1999, a consolidated action plan containing just 13 Priority Actions was agreed. The 13th action is:

"to develop a strategy for the use and promotion of environmentally friendly construction materials and energy efficiency in buildings, and waste management in order to contribute to sustainability". 

It was decided to set up 3 Task Groups (TG) designated as follows:

TG1: Environmentally friendly construction materials;

TG2: Energy efficiency in buildings;

TG3: Construction and demolition waste management.

As soon as the drafting of these three reports had been completed, work began on drafting the text of this report which in the first instance was intended as a "covering report" for the results of the TG reports. On further reflection, taking into consideration on the one hand, the conclusions of the Helsinki Summit of 10th/11th December 1999 and on the other current developments at World level, in particular in the framework of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) as well as in the Member States, it was decided that this report should address the wider issues of "Sustainable Construction" in general. Consequently, this report examines the status quo both at Community and Member States level and develops recommendations for further action, aimed at developing European strategies for the promotion of "sustainable construction".

It is also pertinent to recall that the European Commission (DG Enterprise) re-organised its priorities with effect from the beginning of 2001 as concerns initiatives already under way in the context of the exercise known as the "Competitiveness of the Construction Industry". A decision was taken to continue the work of WG4 "Sustainable Construction". 

Consequently, the terms of reference for the Working Group have been amended as follows:

"To develop strategies and recommendations aimed at promoting more sustainable construction in a European context. In the first instance, before addressing further issues, priority will be given to developing strategies for environmentally friendly construction materials, energy efficiency in buildings and construction and demolition waste management."

It would be unrealistic and it is certainly not the purpose of this report to develop a comprehensive treatise on the subject of "sustainable construction".

Ever since the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, much has been written and continues to be written, about the subject of "Sustainable Development", and more latterly about the concept of "Sustainable Construction".

Whilst the contents of this report draw on much of what has already been published (a list of acknowledgements and further reading is contained in appendix 2), its purpose is not to repeat ad verbatim what has already been written elsewhere or to develop a new treatise on sustainability issues.

As the above terms of reference indicate, the purpose of this report is rather to examine the status quo and to identify and draw up an agenda at the European level in the form of recommendations and to propose ways and means of coordinating and carrying forward such an agenda for "sustainable construction" in the member states.

At the time this report was drafted national strategies and/or policies had been adopted, or were in the process of being developed in Finland, Ireland, The Netherlands, Sweden and the UK. Further details giving the sources, websites, etc. of this information are listed in the appendices.

 



