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Margarita Chondrou-Karavassili architect d.p.l.g. – town planner, is born in Tripolis (Greece) in 29-08-1951.

She has studied Architecture at the Paris National Superior School of Arts (ENSBA) in France (1970-1976) and she was graduated by the French government attributed the title of “Architect d.p.l.g.”. 
She was post – graduated (in the level of Master-French D.E.A.), first at the Sorbonne Paris IV University of France in Regional and Urban Planning, and secondly at the Paris School of Superior Studies in Social Sciences (EHESS) in Social Psychology.

Since 1979 until now she is official employer of the Hellenic Ministry for the Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works occupying high posts in different Directorates. She was responsible for the elaboration of the General Plan of Athens (1983) as also of many town planning and urban renovation projects in the metropolitan area of Athens. 

From 1994 to 2001 she was chef of Buildings Regulations Division of the Housing Policy Directorate preparing many legislation texts related to buildings regulations according to relative European Union Directives and she has participated in many research and studies on buildings energy efficiency, energy certification schemes, Buildings Energy Code, Incentive Policy, etc. 

From 2001 to 2003 she was nominated Counsellor for the Environment at the Permanent Representation of Greece to the European Union and she was Chair of the Environment Working Party of the Council, on behalf of the EU PRESIDENCY (during the Hellenic Presidency, first semester of 2003).

From 2003 to 2005 she was nominated General Director of the Hellenic Environmental Inspectorate (General Inspector for the Environment). She works currently to the Directorate of Housing Policy. 
She is member of The Technical Chamber of Greece, of the Association of Greek Architects, of the Institute of Energy for the South Europe and other associations.
Since 1995 until now she is member of the Executive Committee of the first Hellenic Ecological Library called “Evonymos”, that is a non profit organization, and she is responsible of the web-site on the theme “Ecological Buildings in Sustainable Cities” (www.evonymos.org).     
Since 1994 until 2001 she was Vice-President of the National (Hellenic) Secretary of the Federation of European Architectural Competitions “EUROPAN” and she was elected as member of the EUROPAN Executive Board. She has organized and participated in four sessions of EUROPAN Architectural Competitions, as also in many National Architectural Competitions.

Since 1996 until 2001 she was member of the National (Hellenic) Committee of the United Nations Organization “HABITAT” preparing guidelines for Local Authorities concerning the elaboration of Local Integrated Development Programmes of Habitat Agenda.

Currently she is also Scientific advisor of the U.I.A. work programme “ARES” on Architecture and Renewable Energy Sources and President of the Technical Committee of the UIA-ARES International Architectural Competition on the theme: “Renewable Energy Sources and Bioclimatic Architecture for shells to shelter people affected by Natural Disasters”. 

She is very experiment in Sustainable Development and environmental protection matters, as also in sustainable planning and Bioclimatic-solar architecture and ecological Construction. Her research interests focus on the city, the building, the energy and the environment. This includes the historical aspects of the city and its incorporation into the current urban debate, the reuse of derelict urban areas, the built environment and the quality of life. 

She has participated in many International, European and National Conferences as also in many National Seminars and Architectural Exhibitions in Greece and Europe. She has also given lectures to research centres, universities and international scientific fora.  
In summer 2006 she was member of “ECOCINEMA” International Jury.  
She continued to work in the field of environmental, planning and buildings legislation, as also research related to bioclimatic architecture, town planning, renewable energy sources etc. She has written extensively on the subjects of city and environment. Her work includes 3 books (on bioclimatic architecture and ecological construction, on sustainable cities and on Construction), many articles in scientific and ecological publications and numerous articles in Greek and international press. She is coordinating many Greek and European projects. 
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